

Recognizing False Prophets

I John 3:24 - 4:3
Introduction:

I. Abiding In Him - 3:24

A. The Requirement for Abiding 

Keeping His Commandments is the key to boldness before Him in prayer (3:22), it is also necessary for abiding.

Abiding is a reciprocal relationship. 

John 15:4-5

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much ﻿﻿fruit; for without Me you can do ﻿﻿nothing”.
Remember: Not the 10 Commandments

II Corinthians 3:7-11

Hebrews 7-8 
I John 3:23
“And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ ﻿﻿and love one another, as He gave ﻿﻿us commandment”
B. The Result of Abiding - God makes His home in us.
This fulfills the words of Jesus in John 14:23:

“Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, ﻿﻿and We will come to him and make Our home with him”.
Home = μονὴν “abiding place. 
Same word group as abide.
This is the Ultimate Form of Fellowship.
John’s aim in 1:3, his statement in 2:28, “abiding in Him” are now merged into the concept of “the indwelling God” 4:1
C. The Proof of Abiding 

John has mentioned the Holy Spirit as the anointing 2:20.

Now he plainly speaks of the Holy Spirit.

1. If God abides in us, and,
2. He has given us His Spirit - “Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His” (Romans 8:9),
3. Then, we have the means by which we may discern the reality of God dwelling within us.
II. Recognizing His Spirit - 4:1-3

A. The Warning - 4:1

Note: Different uses of the word “spirit”
1. Human spirit.

2. Supernatural spirits - demons
3. An attitude or disposition, i.e.: spirit of fear, power and love and discipline (II Timothy 1:7).
4. Not a separate spirit for each false prophet.

John is warning them against:
Every evil spirit of Satan, every human spirit who becomes the agent of Satan every manifestation of the spirit of error which characterizes the doctrine of Satan.
He may have in mind individuals who speak under the influence of inspiring spirit.

B. The Importance of the Warning

1. At this time, (before AD 70) Christian prophecy was very much alive in the Christian church. In the late 50’s:
Acts 19:6  
“And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with tongues, and prophesied”. (At Ephesus)
Acts 21:9

“Now this man (Philip) had four virgin daughters ﻿﻿who prophesied.

I Corinthians 14:29

“Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge”
Note: The gift of prophecy is not given today. See my book on Spiritual gifts and Biblical Tongues.
2. Many false prophets had gone out into the world.
1 John 2:19

“﻿﻿They went out from us (the apostles), but they were not of us; for ﻿﻿if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out ﻿﻿that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 
C. The Test in John’s Day - 4:2-3
This test is used to determine whether the prophet is of “God.” Even then they had to test what he said to determine whether it was true - I Corinthians 14:29.
1. To Recognize the Spirit of God.
“Every spirit that confesses that Jesus as Christ having come in the flesh is of God…”
Notice the translation: “Jesus as Christ”

Remember John’s Purpose for writing his Gospel:

John 20:30-31
“And ﻿﻿truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that ﻿﻿you may believe that Jesus ﻿﻿is the Christ, the Son of God, ﻿﻿and that believing you may have life in His name. 
Not just that Jesus was born. Most people would admit that – even J.W.

The heresy of John’s day was that Jesus was a man, son of Joseph. Then the the Christ, came upon him at the baptism and left before the cross. So, a mere man died on the cross.

2. To Recognize the Spirit of Antichrist
“…and every spirit that does not confess Jesus ﻿﻿as Christ having come in the flesh is not of God” (v. 3)
Notice: he does not say they deny – they just don’t confess.

Many today take no stand on doctrine. It is hard to tell what they believe.

Those not passing the test are not of God. They are of the devil. This is the spirit of Antichrist, which is already in the world.

What or who is already in the world? Not the Antichrist, but the spirit of Antichrist.

D. The Test for Today
We really don’t need a formula today!
What we have already heard from John is valid, but not in the same way.
Believers in John’s day needed not only this formula. They also needed people with the gift of discernment of spirits:
I Corinthians 12:10

“…to another the working of miracles, to another ﻿﻿prophecy, to another ﻿﻿discerning of spirits…”
These gifts were given prior to the completion of the New Testament Scriptures. Since the N.T. has been completed, the test for heresy is: does the message conform to the Scriptures.
Note on the Completion of the New Testament Scriptures:
I Cor. 13:8-12
“Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will be rendered inoperative; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will be rendered inoperative”.
Partial Knowledge:

“For we know in part and we prophesy in part”.
The Completed Knowledge:

“But when that which is ﻿﻿complete has come, then that which is in part will be rendered inoperative. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I rendered inoperative childish things. 
﻿
Full Knowledge 
“For ﻿﻿now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then ﻿﻿face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.



------------------------------------------------------
The Three Temporary Gifts
The Gift of Knowledge
The Gift of Prophecy

The Gift of Tongues

The least of the Three is Tongues.
The Three Permanent Gifts
Faith 
Hope 
Love
The Greatest of These is Love!
